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The Orphans’ Cow

Once upon a time; there was a man and his wife and they had
two children, a girl named Aisha and a boy named Ali.

One day their mother fell ill, she called her husband and said:
“promise me to take care of our children, and promise me to keep our
cow, and don’t sell it or kill it, let it as a source of living for them.”

Days later, the wife died and left behind her two children alone.

After that the father started thinking he mumbled: “my kids are
still young; what should I do? | promised their mother to take care of
them .Oh Allah! What should | do? | should marry woman who will
help me raising them and looking after them.”

One day, he married again and he got a daughter called Djouhar
.The children grew up together. At the beginning their stepmother
treated them kindly but after a period of time she preferred her than
the two orphans. So she began to feed her daughter delicious food
and others nothing only the scraps. She told them: “if you tell your
father, 1 will kill you.”

39



) 88 A Aulsat Aty At L G Juadl)

Because they were very young they felt afraid of their father’s wife.
When they felt hungry, they suckled cow’s milk and they did the
same act each time. And when they finished suckling; Aisha cleaned
well her mouth and the mouth of her brother and told him:”don’t tell
anyone”.

One day their stepmother became confused and wondered: ”How my
daughter eats delicious food but she is always sallow while the two
orphans eat only the scraps but they are always like red apples”.

The following day, she gripped her daughter and said to
her:’Don’t let them get away from you! Do what they do and eat
from what they eat! All right!”

Djouhar stuck to them. She took the advice of her mother and

stayed with them throughout the day. They tried to get rid of her but
they couldn’t. And what? The two orphans felt hungry, they drank
milk from the cow. Djouhar wanted to do like them, however, the
cow kicked her on her eyes.
When they returned home, their stepmother noticed that her beloved
daughter became blind. She caught both of Ali and Aisha and hit them
to death and said:”"You are older than her, you should have kept watch
over her”.

When their father returned to the house she told him:”you must sell
this cow! Have you seen what it did to our daughter? I don’t accept
her in the house. Sell her!”

The next day, he went to the market to sell the cow. He was walking
and calling: “A cow for sale ! A cow for sale!”. People responded to
him: “Oh Allah! Orphans’ cow can be neither sold nor bought.”
\When he returned home his wife said:”I told you I don’t accept this
cow here, you must sell her”. He went to the market every day but
nothing changed
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One day, she told him :”’go to the market on Friday, it is a blessed in
which Allah send his bounty.” He took her advice and went with his
cow to the market. When he left, his wife wore a DJALABA(a long
cloak worn by Algerian women) and covered her head with the
hood of that DJELABA. Then, she followed him. When he started
calling: “A cow for sale ! A cow for sale!” She changed her voice and
said “orphans cow is neither sold nor bought! The orphan’s cow must
be slaughtered!” The father was surprised and he came back home .

When he told his wife what he heard, sha said to him: “have you seen
?1 This is a sign from Allah. Slaughter her before He punish us more
. Look at your children! They suckled her like animals do and look
what she did to our beloved daughter, she became blind; none will
accept to marry her. Slaughter this cow!”

The next day, he slaughtered the cow and both of Ali and Aisha wept
and lamented as the day of their mother’s death .

They said:”we don’t eat meat from the cow that fed us. Give us just
the bone!”

The following day, they noticed two branches; the first one gives
honey and the second gives butter, they ate from them, then, they
entered the house and kept it as a secret.

The stepmother became greatly confused and wondered how Aisha
and Ali became more beautiful dispite being neglected ,whereas her
daughter became so sallow. she did not find a solution to the
difference that was increasing day in and day out.

One day; she recommended her daughter to persue and control them.
She said:”go wherever they go. Follow them step by step! Do and eat
like them”, “Do you understand?”’.

She had responded to the request of her mother. She began observing
the children. And what? When they ate butter and honey, she did like
them and ate butter and honey too. But when they returned home, she
felt very sick. Her mother shouted at the orphans:”what happened to

41



) 88 A Aulsat Aty At L G Juadl)

my daughter? | will see if something wrong happens to my daughter,
[ will kill you!!”

The step mother decided to punish Aisha and Ali and they felt very
scared. So they left the home.

The two orphans ran away from one country to another. One day Ali
became so exhausted and thirsty. When they found a spring, He drank
from it and soon after he turned into a gazelle.

AISHA was surprised, she hugged her brother and tears poured down
her face.

Ali said to her: “don’t cry sister. When our mother died we
experienced sadness and hard life, but since you are with me, | am
not afraid; stay with me and don’t let me alone.”

Aisha assured him: “Only death can separate us.”

The children kept wandering from one neck of the woods to another,
they grew and Aisha became a pretty girl.

One day, when they were crossing a forest they heard the walk of
horses. They were afraid of the hunters. They tried to escape but their
attempt was in vain,

So the hunters caught them. They tried to be closer to Aisha and her
brother. Suddenly Aisha threw herself on Ali crying and saying:’kill
me and let my brother alive”.

The hunters and the son of Sultan were very surprised.

The son of sultan said to aisha:”come closer and tell me the story of
your gazelle brother”.

Aisha narrated her story to the sultan and told him about the cruelty
of her stepmother and her of her brother being killed .

The son of sultan was amazed at the wisdom and the beauty of Aisha
and said this is the woman of my life.
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He said to Aisha: “Do you marry me?”, we will get children and make
them happy.

Aisha answered: “what about my brother?!”.
“Don’t worry! He will stay with you.”, said the sultan’s son

The son of sultan took them to the castle. He asked for a taleb
(Raqi)* who gave Ali water and soon turned from a gazelle to a
handsome man.

Then Aisha married the son of sultan. And his brother also got
married.

Finally, the small family lived in happiness and Aisha went to her
father’s house, she wanted to bring them to live with her in the castle.
Unfortunately her father died and the fire devoured their home.

*Rugia: is a way of healing people by quran l.e; reading some
verses on a glass of water and then give it to the ill person to drink
it.
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Résumé

Le role de la traduction ne s’arréte point a la transcription d "une
langue a une autre, ce n’est pas une traduction mot par mot, non,
c’est un avenement de I’ame de I’ceuvre et son alchimie avec
I’essence créatrice du traducteur, c’est un support de
rapprochement entre cultures, un pont transcendant qui transmet le
conte. C’est un patrimoine immatérielle, et c’est en ce sens que va

notre travail.

Les mots clé : La traduction, la langue, culture, le conte, le

patrimoine immatériel
Abstract :

The role of translation is not just to transfer from one language to
another( word by word) but it is a fundamental pillar reach the spirit
of the story and show the essence of her translator so people can
exchange their culture and civilization if he translate the immaterial

heritage in this context are based our work.

Key words: translation, language, story, culture, civilization

immaterial heritage.
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