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Cette recherche a pour objectif I’exploration de I’efficacité sémiotique de la
présence corporelle dans le discours narratif, et ce a travers I’exploitation des
procedures cristallisées dans ce qui est connu comme étant " la sémiotique des
passions” et "la sémiotique de I’empreinte” dans le réassemblage des échos
semantiques répandus par le corps mutilé dans le discours des trois romans d’
Ahlem Mostéghanemi : «la mémoire du corps», « le désordre des sens» et « un
passager de lit» Il s’agit aussi d’une collecte de I’ ensemble des effets
historiques et socio- culturels...dont pourront s’agir les contextes interpretatifs
de cette spécificité corporelle.
Les mots clefs : sémiotique du corps, passions, sémiotique de I’empreinte ,
discours.

This research aims at exploring the efficiency of the corporal semiotic
presence in the narrative discourse .This could be done through the exploitation
of the procedures crystallized in what it is known as" the semiotics of passions"
and" the semiotics of the print" in the recollection the parts of semantic echoes
spread by the mutilated corporal existence in the discourse of three novels by
"Ahlem Mosteghanemi: « The Body s Memory», « The Senses Disorder» and
« A Transient Bed Passer-by». The research also seeks to recollect the set of
historical and socio-cultural effects which could be contained in the
interpretative contexts of this corporal specificity.

Key-words: semiotics of the body ,passions, semiotics of the print , discourse
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In the name of Allah, most gracious and most merciful, and prayer and peace be upon

Prophet Mohammed.

The problematic of the body floated anew on the surface of the question in the scientific
fields which reviews regularly the position of men in his relationship with his environment,
after the neurological, cognitive and anatomical sciences’ discovery of the responsibility of of
the body’s physiological constitution in determining the quality of man’s dealing with the

universe.

Moreover, modern technical civilization made it more persistent after man started to
assimilate (identify) with the machine which he considers an extension to his body. Man sees
in the machine’s capacity to subdue things his body’s capacity to do so, allowing the machine

to knit the strings of his self with things around him.

This problematic has also impacted the field of the semiotic course, taking the form of
questioning the efficiency of the body and its role in formulating the signification of things

and in forming the signification of discourse as well.

The echoes of this problematic were still ringing in my ears when | read the whole trilogy

of which I had before read merely Body’s Memory . At first sight, the * body’s impotence”

which permeats the three parts of the novel disproportionately caught my attention. This set
me thinking of the semiotic associations dispersed along the limits of that furrow on the
body and its impact in formulating the whole signification of this novel’s discourse. This set
me further to search for referential data ( cultural and historical in particular) which this

impotence stirs and sums up in one body-being.



| adopted the approach of the semiotic school of Paris to explore the limits of this
problematics and the semantic worlds that it creates inside the discourse. This is due to the
considerable efforts dispensed to crystallize a complete body theory that seeks to envelope
the various semantic dimensions resulting from taking the body experience as a source for
producing sense, and for the fact that research in this field has attained the signification of
the material world through the study of the * fields of the sensual,” and exploring discourse
effects of the “ print” concept. An objective motive lies behind this choice, that is the aim of
contributing, even in a simple way, to decode contemporary modern Algerian novel
discourse in order to find about the particularity of its aesthetic and cognitive raising of the
general humanistic issues and the national special ones. To attain this, | followed precise and
harmonious methodological procedures characterized by comprehension and flexibility. The

latter allows for approaching the discourse details and its monor particularities.

On the other hand, | do not deny the existence of a deep desire in me that pushes me to
face the unknown in the aim of exploring its secrets and pursuing its ambiguities to clear
them up. My greed becomes even stronger when | am confronted with exceptional creative

texts that pose a lot of question marks as in the case of the trilogy under study.

For pursuing this problematics, the methodological mechanisms led me to adopt a plan
that seeks to englobe most semiotic researches that took the body perspective, according to
a gradual itinerary, that takes into account the outstanding areas of body activities in three
novels. For methodological considerations, | divided it into an introduction, three chapters

and a conclusion.

| have seen it appropriate in the preliminary chapter entitled “Discourse Semiotics” to deal
with the many transformations which moved semiotics from formal structural enclosure and
made it open to the body and sentimental and tensional discourse interest of the body. In
the first chapter | examined the “ passionate structure” in the trilogy discourse, taking into
consideration the priority of the theme of “passion” over other themes of the body.In it, |
examined the main passionate formations in whose orbits turn the tensional currents
responsible for the conflicting values in the trilogy discourse, this in the aim of clearing the

dominant morality.



In the second chapter entitled “The Semiotic Universes of the Body in the Trilogy,” the
impaired body was questioned about its semiotic associations where it dealt with the body
failure — the structure and the signification- on the general construction of the text. On the
other hand, | studied its cultural, historical and political radiations. Further, | relied on the
concepts formulated in what is known as the print semiotics-which is a newly established
project to trace the impacts of the impaired body on its social, special and temporal
environment, and to search, on the other hand, for the imprints of this environment that are
inscribed on its front. For completing the exploration of the body experience on discourse, |

had to add a third chapter which tackles the meaning of the tangible under the ....
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My attempt to put together the associations of body disability in the three novels, and the
attempt to comprehend their structural and semiotic echoes helped me discover the large
spot devised by the roots and branches of that disability as well as the minute details of its

suffering and experience.

| noticed that the language of the trilogy is filled with body dictionary which occupies a
primary position as this dictionary gives titles to several sections and subsections in this

novel. Its splinters are spurt on the lined fields of its language body.

The novel introduces that body disability dictionary into each experience passed by
Khaled’s “self” that is considered as short where the disability is the measure of every test in
which success is merely a breaking of the shackles of impotence and a celebration of the
bodily capacity to embellish its distortions and where failure is but a perpetuation of the

original body failure.

In the novel this body activates around it rich semiotic universes which keep cadence with
its special rhythm in appearance and disappearance and goes hand in hand with its state
both in brilliance and disintegration. This research sought to shed light on some of these

universes and could reach a number of results that could be cited below:

1. The body is invoked in every situation and state, and the semiotic universes of the
trilogy are built and opened on it as it is the one that closes the vanishing worlds and
sets their farewell. With it, the coming horizons are advanced and announced by
their perfume, and the first thing to be addressed in the body would be its olfactory
sense. Also when the existing worlds disappear nothing remains except for an

ethereal stamp that sprays on the body the memory of its passing by.

1



2. Given the fact that the body is a tool of our existence and our intermediary to
perceive the world and give it a signification through self-acceptance which
transforms the world’s external data to internal human data. The completeness of
our semiotic experience calls for a whole body, that is why any deficiency in its
constitution whether caused by sickness or handicap could be an obstacle that
prevents self-acceptance from performing its intermediary function adequately.

The trilogy presents a hero with a handicap in his left hand. In the novel “ Body
Memory” Khaled’s arm had been amputated in the Revolutionary war following an
injury with two bullets. In the other novel “ Disorder of the Senses” and “ A Bed
Transitor” the hero had also received two bullets in his arm as well in the October
1988 events in Algiers and it became paralyzed. For this reason, Khaled cannot
control the causes of his signification in this discourse and his handicapped body is
unable to surmount it.

The hand represents potency and is an action organ and its infliction with a
handicap signifies the inability to act, paralysis of movement, freezing changes and
the generalization of negativism to man and his impotence to control the world. Yet,
having stricken the left hand which completes the right one in most cases reduces
impotence to the degree of deficiency, though this does not empty it from the
possession and subduing signification.

3. This physical disturbance engenders a disturbance at all levels that it causes a rift in
the relations linking Khaled to the others.

- The passionate structure in the discourse —which is based on four sentimental
poles represented by “love” , “ nostalgia” , “ despair” and “ fear”- reveals Khaled’s
( or Ziane’s) nature, strange in the midst of its world. It is unique in its values
different from the prevailing general morality which governs the system of
values. For this reason, its passions meet constantly with failure to the point that
it looks as if its body curse chases it wherever it goes.On the other hand, the
deficiency cadence storms its sentimental universes and prevents its value system
from completion and makes it shed tears in every passionate experience. The
disability imposes on it frustration and bad mood all along the discourse.

- The disability stands for castration and takes the form of a chronic deprivation

from a erotic perspective.



- The deficiency attains the concrete side of Khaled, causing him some of his
losses through the forms of tasting.

4. The adoption of the semiotic print —that is established on the principle of the
influence of enegy on matter that had been integrated in the semiotic researches
through the figurative syntax - allows us in approaching this disability considering
the amputation in “ Body Memory” a print from the Algerian Revolution that this
body holds as a “ memory.” Besides, the paralysis which hit him as a result of the
October 1988 events is considered as the print of those protestations, and its scar
which brings back into memory that wound and all the many wounds that ensued
from them and hammered the Algerian body.

From this perspective, the disability in its both forms is considered a memory
that stores a history of a whole country, and a register where all its wounds are
recorded and abridged in a body being that has witnessed all tragedies of a
nation.

4. A print carved on a body cannot be erased with forgetfulness, therefore, Khaled
remains loyal to the principles of the Algerian Revolution which had previously cost
him his arm. All the changes that took place after the Independence did not succeed
in erasing them or in pushing him to treason. This print remains in “ Disorder of the
Senses” and “ A Bed Transitor” salient to tell the story of that event and tells also of
the distortions that befell the nation and narrates the conduct of its pains and deep
wounds since that time.

5. The “ print” concept also allows us to retrace the effects of that body on the themes
of the world, and offers us the possibility to search its impact on space and time
where things preserve the shape of their nature and become significant semiotic
themes through their connection to the body. Among the things that became
‘semiotic themes’ in the trilogy and have even enjoyed the position of the human
body in some instances we find the ‘ paint brush’ whose shape that looks much like
an arm in its form prepared it to become its extension and helps in completing its
short semiotic experience through the maintenance of what the impairment has
destroyed on different levels:

- On the me-level, the bodily impaired self is assured not only the integration with

others, but being superior to them.
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The paint brush heals the sentimental and sexual crack in that the canvasses
alone ( treated as a woman) enables him to regain his virility and masculinity
when his body betrays him. Besides, it encompasses along with the camera the
role of the missing woman in preserving the species.

The image of the space, too, receives distortions required by the imperfect body
nature through which he passes to reach the signification zone. Khaled suffers
much from general spaces shared with normal people and he does not find but
the painting exhibition that he can subjugate and regain his perfection in it. This
deprived body tends to feminize certain spaces in the hope of filling his deficiency
and re-establishing his relation with the woman and to its nature.

If the space experience were an awareness of imperfection the time is also an
awareness of the passing of the life span and the extinction of its glow in the self

of Khaled which has lost with the paralysis , the clock of part of it from ticking.

6. The research in the general signification which has been chosen as a side of this

physical furrow and after comparing it with the signs in the discourse, caused me to

find two big semiotic itineraries:

First, the left side in many cultures is associated with feminism , has, thus, been
ascertained by the three novels in all contexts.

Secondly, the association of the left side with the memory as this part of the
brain has the ability to remember.

If this part is charged with the memory dimension, its absence, then, signifies the
absence of memory which this impairment holds as an old scar that defies healing

or as an inherent tumor that time to exterminate had passed by.

In “ Body Memory” , it represents the memory of true revolutionary memory
which only very few freedom fighters kept among those who saw the
independence and the treason of the Revolution’s leaders to its principles, and
who saw those leaders blow its projects and nullify the dreams of a whole people
that live on its promises and wait for its fruits. Those leaders compete feverishly
for political positions which bring them closer to the nation’s treasury from which

they rob to their wish and fill up their bank accounts. A conduct that led the

4



country to the crisis and then the 1988 dilemma and the crises that ensued from
it. With the timing of this dilemma arise details of the second memory which is
held by the hero of “Disorder of the Senses” and “ A Bed Transitor” as a tattoo on
his body which defeats time and continues to remind of this explosion that was

the catalyst of a series of explosions that led the nation to a catastrophic fate.

For this reason, the bearer of the first memory had been chosen among the
earliest Moudjahidines who had gone to the school of May 5™, 1945. For the
second memory, the bearer had been selected from the intellectuals who had
been to the school of the dilemma, who bear pens and cameras to shoot pictures
of the tragedies, denouncing, thus, the facts.

The conduct of the impaired body in “Body Memory ” —to which the trilogy
devotes the last chapters to describe the transportation of his body from abroad
to the nation —tells about the fates of the Revolution’s projects and plans whose
failure was revealed in the autumn of 1988.

The nation still lives with the echoes of the second impairment to which the
other two novels were devoted.

In the end, one can say that the impaired body in the trilogy is the log in which

Ahlem Mostaganemi’s three novels recorded the history of contemporary

Algeria; the history that we do not find in specialized references.
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