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Abstract:

The writings of Mohamed meflah constitute since their creation an artistic project
which links together in a coherent from different elements of an entity. He summarizes a
narrative experience that has grown in a succession of events .The writer adds to each new work
a structured part that contributes some way to consolidate his project and get it forward in order
to make it in a realistic tendency. By this way he writes down a creative writing. He draws and
weaves his ideas from the algerian social reality in which he lives. his works explain a model of
conflit that the society was facing during the crucial periods of history appearing in some
transformations in its social ,historical, political and cultural path.his four novels( the house of
the red, the sufficiency and the tatooist ,family of pottry and the strange obsessions) reflect this
reality that is expressed by different discourses which all converge to this global aspiration.

The keywords : The text — the context — the construction — the time — the place — the
personalities — history — the description — the dialogue.

Résume:

Les travaux de Mohamed Meflah constituent depuis leur création un projet artistique
cohérent reliant harmonieusement ses différentes parties. 11 résume son expérience narrative qui
s’est développé dans un cadre de succession d’événements Le romancier ajoute a chaque travail
nouveau une partie structurant qui contribue d’une maniére ou d’une autre a consolider son
projet et a le propulser de I’avant pour lui imprimer une tendance réaliste. Cette orientation
I’inscrit dans un type d’écriture créative. Ainsi on le voit puiser et tisser ses idees de la réalité
sociale algérienne a partir d’une région donnée. C’est en fait un modéle de conflit que vit la
nation durant les périodes cruciales de son histoire qui a connu des mutations radicales et
profondes dans son parcours social politique historique et culturel ses quatre romans(La maison
de la rouge, La suffisance et le tatoueur, Famille de poterie et les obsessions étranges) reflétent
cette réalité qu’ ils traduisent par les différents discours qui tous convergent dans cette aspiration
globale.

Les mots clés : Texte — le récit — la construction — temps — la place — les personnalités —
I’histoire — description — le dialogue
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Introduction :

The novel knows a great streading in the contemporary era, it has got
interests from the critics, learners and visionaries within their various
tendencies and their practical tools. The causes that determine it rely on the
importance of this literary genre inside the life system of the individuals and
nations which express their feelings, fears, problems and conflicts in life.

The algerian novelist Mr Mohamed Mflah is one of the pioneers of this
literary art. He revealed through his different writings many daily shows,
political positions and difficult situations in different aspects : cultural, social
and economic. He did it in an artistic way, which grows in a linked chain
from explosion to a break.

What distinguished the works of M. Mflah is the way of writing, that
contains deep meanings and different discourses. He used for that the element
of the novel construction and its interractions. These reasons motivated me to
try to penetrate some secrets of his novels such as the « the house of the
red », « the sufficiency and the tatooist », « family of pottery » and « strange
obsessions ». Besides,the narrative discourse is not studied enough
particularly the academic side, we can cite from these studies :

- the thesis of magister of the student Hydre Ismahan at the university of
Constantine, 2002

on the construction of the narrative text through novels : troubles of the time,
the collapse, the house of the red, Kheira and the mountains of M. Mflah .

- the thesis of Magister of the student Moulay Al Kabir Ahmed at the
university of Bechar intitled the space elements and furnishing scenic in the
world of M. Mflah, the family of pottery, the collapse as a model.

1



- the thesis of magister of the student Karima Boudali at the university of
Sidi-Bel-Abbes, 2011 intitled the poesy of the narrative text in the novel
experience of M. Mflah the family of pottery as a model.

- the mémoire of the student Mokhtar Hissak at the high school of teachers,
2010 intitled the voice alternance in the learnings of literacy text of the
algerian school : the house of the red as a model.

Among the critics realised on the literature of M. Mflah we cite the
studies of Bendjelouli Abdelhafid intitled margin and echo : the experience
of M. Mflah novels and Bachir Bouidjra Mohamed in his writing on the
construction of time in the algerian novel discourse volume two and also
Chaif Oukacha through his work on the time in two times in the troubles of
the time.

For the reasons cited above, | seeked a path in the hope to find some
aspects or characteristics of the narrative discourse in these four novels to
reach the results of discovering the dimensions and visions living within it.
So which is the nature of the narrative construction in these novels ? What
are their characteristics and elements ? To which extent M. Mflah contributes
to constitute a beautiful discourse with the characteristics of the construction
of the novels ? How did he contribute to destroy the typical which lead the
text out of the path of creativity ? Can he exceed the limits of the classical
narration that relies on the cleaness of events, the language transparency, the
realistic of the places and geographies and the succeeding events through
time ? Does the realistic reference of the novels produce effects on the
construction of the discourses of the novelist ? These questions constitute the
pillier of this research.



Based on this problematic, the research is structured into four parts, an
introduction and a conclusion. In the introduction, | discussed on some
concepts of the discourses of the novels and different elements of the
narrative literature such as personalities, time space and also the language as
it is a thread to any coherent artistic construction.

In the part one | approched the personality in the novel, its strange
world and tried to focus on its features and patterns and its action and roles in
the novel of the « house of the red », which reflects the social reality of the
algerian nation during the period of eighties and before, in an artistic way.

In the part two of the study that is related to the dialectics of the novel’s
time and its structure in the novel « the sufficiency and tatooist ». We take
into account that this element represents artistic dimensions and meanings.
This novel has consolidated it very strongly after the period of great
transfomations following the events of october 1988 in Algeria.

The part three focuses on the technic of the space construction in the
novel « family of the pottery » and its meanings and beauty. It showed all its
dimensions : psychological, social, religious and moral.

In the part four, we discussed the language analysis in the novel
« strange obsessions » with the style characteristics that are based upon
mecanisms and foundations. It concerns the form of the narration and its
language, the description and repetition. Besides, there are semiotic parts
related to the title and its meanings and other colors with its symbols. We
described also other sides that have meanings dealing with personalities in
the novel to consolidate the realistic dimension of the period of time known
as the period of peace and stability.



The conclusion comes to be as an indicator of the important results
reached which are related to the discourses of the narrative novels as it is

seen in the four novels.

Regarding the nature of the research and its objectives which aimed to
deduce the important discourses in the novels through the narrative
constructions, the method utilised is a complementary one mixing the
descriptive and analytical tools. | tried in the different phases of the research
to identify the subject as possible as | can careful that | avoid any shortening.
| tried also to adopt the objectivity principle and to be neutral avoiding the
judgements without arguments.

What | can not gorget is obviously the advices and constant help of my
teacher supervisor Djilali Benyechou. He has been a comrade who gave me
the advices and useful orientations. | adress to him thanks and considerations.
| thank also the writer and novelist Mr M. Mflah who opened his heart to me
and gave me all the help I need. | thank all the persons who helped me to
complete this research in a right way.
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Conclusion :
At the end of the study we reached the following results :

The works of M. Mflah constitute since its creation a coherent structure
that make the different parts linked together because it is an artistic project.
The writer always adds something new by which he contributes to
consolidate the project and to push it forward by realising the realistic
tendency. It is the way to create a creative writings. He weaves his ideas from
the algerian reality in a precise region in the country which is considered as a
model of the conflicts of the society through its history. The country in fact
knows mutations and radical changes in its social, political, historical and
cultural course. His novels reflect this reality and the discourses describe it

well through the four novels.

The novel « house of the red » is a work which depicts the social life of
the society during the period of seventies until the period preceding october
1988. What one can observe in these novels are the conflicts of the
personalities who belong to different beliefs and tendencies. The principal
personalities are Fatma the red who is obliged to do the forbidden trade. She
rebels against the social values and customs of the algerian society. The
second personality is Kadour Belourikan who used to be a shepherd during
the revolution and owns today bath, bar, restaurant and villa. The prestigious

situation makes him strong and despot.

The «sufficiency and tatooist » novel shows the real conflict ot the

algerian society after the events of october cited above. They constitute a



point of real change. What we observe is also the fact that the writer mixs
between the world of reality and the world of novel through the paradoxes of
time. He sometimes speaks about the past to reveal the political and social
accumulations and sometimes he worries about the future to show the results
and the expectations. He uses for that the style of narration based on the
mixture between rapidity and slowness. He speaks about the change which is
the chalenge of the personalities from their ideas and different tendencies,
what makes the reader expects the events to happen soon as a necessity of the
situation. The reader is then interested by the variety of the events, what we
feel is due to the changes that happen within the all fields in the algerian

society.

The second novel « family of the pottery » which is the continuation of
the novel « sufficiency and tatooist » shows the period of time when there is
no change happening as expected. Any category of the society looks for its
existence in a reality of contradictions and conflicts. The space is used as an
indicator of the narration of the events and the description of the

personalities.

The novel « the strange obsessions » is the last one among his three. It
Is an indicator of the artistic project which would depict a precise period of
time with the discourses and their meanings. The important dimensions
analysed are political and social sides and also some cultural aspects. It is
represented by the obsession of writing and the painful reality of the artist
who lives strangely with oneself and his society. The writing of M. Mflah is
characterised by the clarity and superiority and also its simplicity but with

profound meanings. He used an equal language among the personalities. He
2



used the instruments required by the narrative novel especially the semiotic

dimensions.

At the end | can not assert that | reached the goal of reading the novel
of M. Mflah and its discourses because of its artistic wealth especially the
four novels cited above. That is why it is necessary to read more about it and
to use different procedural tools. Although these limits, | tried to look into
many artistic advantages and beautiful characteristics. M Mflah is obviously
an intelligent man who decides to construct his skills and to become a
respectable writer as he said it the great writer Tahar Ouattar the late may
God rest his soul. As the objectives reached, | would be grateful to God for

the successful results though there are limits due my knowledge.

Can succeed with the help of God and to him the fullness.
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