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Résumé :

La présente recherche représente une étude comparative sur I’image de
I’avare entre El-Jahid et Moliére, et la vision de chaque auteur vis-a-vis I’avare a
travers le livre « des avares » ecrit par El-Jahid et la piece théatrale de Moliere,
et identifier et souligner les points de similitude et la différence entre les deux
Images.

Mots clés :

avarice, el-Jahid, Moliere, avare, la similitude et la différence.

Abstract:

This research presents a comparative study of the image of the stingy
between Al-Jahiz and Moliere, and the vision of each writer to him through the
book of Al-Boukhla to his writer Al-Jahiz and the play of Albakhil written by
Moliere. it also focus on the similarities and differences between the two
Images.

Keywords:
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Student: Setti BOUKLIKHA.

Specialty: Comparative studies and communication between civilizations.

Thesis title: The image of the miser between El Jahiz and Molier -comparative
study-

Introduction :

In the human soul, God has made an instinct that aims to the good morals like the
truthfulness, honesty, sincerity and love of goodness, but some human beings were
raised on baseness and pettiness or meanness, they do not dislike the disadvantages
of ethics such as lying, hypocrisy, greed and misetliness or avarice

Our master Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon to him) called for
the virtuous values and to be kept away from the despicable ones, and he was sent
only to complete the good morals and to warn against those who are guilty and
obnoxious.

Ethics is the common denominator among all human beings of all races and
religions; it is a measure of the progress or the decline of nations, so Ahmed
Chawki said in his poetry:

“The nations of ethics do not remain; if their morals are gone they are also gone”
The miserliness (avarice) is considered from the bad and heinous morals, it is
torbidden by all the customs and religions, and counted it as a lack and vice that
undermine its owner; it is known that The miserliness (avarice) is very linked to the
human soul that it makes the person not comfortable, he is always seeking to
collect and store money.

The subject of the miserliness (avarice) was - and is still - one of the common

themes of the international literature although its diversity since the old era,

In the Arabic literature, the writers addressed this hateful character through many
works, the most important of which were in the poets' books, in the rare books and
jokes. In order to understand the subject of the miserliness (avarice), I had to

choose a brilliant and creative writer on the subject, he is the imam of the



statement "El-Jahiz", who immersed in the depths of this phenomenon, and he was
brilliant in describing and studying the subject with a critical eye. To follow this
phenomenon we had to look at the social and economic transformations at this

time, and to the new material life - the life of civilization away from the simple

Bedouin life —

It is true that El-Jahiz was not the first to address the issue; there are predecessors
preceded him to deal with the subject, but he was characterized by the smoothness
of style and the lightness of the soul, he had a whole book that he called "The
Miser”.

Al-Jahiz lived for over ninety years, he was open minded to the conditions of his
time and society,

Among the features that drew his attention is rich miserly people who have
acquired great wealth and formed their own doctrine, this led him to write in the
subject of the Miserliness (Avarice), his book “The Miser” was a witness to these
events and transformations. There is another reason that led El-Jahiz to write, it is
the conflict between Arabs and populists about generosity and goodness; because
they often tried to deny the generosity quality of the Arabs.

The Book of “the miser” is an open book and historical document witness to the
Abbasid period, where he transmitted the details of the daily life of the misers at
that time.

There is an eternal work that does not end with the death of its owner, the secret of
its survival lies in the question of humanity, which touches on its essence; this is
what makes some literary works live long. The writer is the son of his environment,
he was affected by it and affects on it. The Literature is only a picture that reflects
the society and the era conditions, transmitted by the writer in a genre of literary
such as story, novel and play. The subject of the miserliness (Avarice) has long
occupied a large area in the writings of poets and writers and in various

international literatures. Among these famous works: the play written by the



French writer “Moliere” (1622-1673), the French writer wrote about the same
phenomenon his play: “L'Avare,”The Miserwhich is one of the masterpieces of
the classical French theater and international comedies, he was also influenced by
his predecessors, however, he is characterized by them in being the author and its
first hero. Molicre drew the subject of his play from the public daily life, it being a
complete and clear picture of the French society in the seventeenth century, with
its troubled political situations resulting wars with neighboring countries, in
addition to the seizure of the King Louis XIV on the governance, and the
consequences of poverty and misery have been reflected in French society. Moliere
wrote his play "The Miser" in which he portrayed the suffering of the Miser and his
environment. It is a prose in five chapters, whose events take place in the house of
the miser "Arpajon" on the environs of Paris.

Before studying the subject, it must be pointed out that the research on the subject
of the miserliness (Avarice) is a research and dive into the depths of the human
soul.

The miserliness (Avarice) prevents the person from giving and making, and makes
him a slave of the Dirham, collects and stores it and does not enjoy it in his life.
According to these facts, there are subjective and objective factors that have led me
to deal with this topic, for the subjective one, it is in my desire to search for the
phenomenon of the Miserliness (Avarice) phenomenon, as a social, psychological
and moral phenomenon, and how far we can considered the miserliness as a
heinous character and a psychological illness that every man is alienated from it.
And the desire to compare the image of the miser for El-Jahiz as an Arab famous —
and still- writer and Moliere, the first pioneer in the classical and comedy French
theater. The objective reasons are the importance of this subject, especially as a
comparative study.

From this point of view, several questions were raised: What is the picture that
represented the miser through the book of “The miser” of El-Jahiz and Moli¢re’s

play? How did these two authors describe the Miser? Is the image of the Miser



similar in the various international literatures? What are the factors that motivate
the two authors to deal with the topic, and what are the negative effects resulting
from the miserliness (Avarice) to the miser and their surrounding? What are the
similarities and differences between the two images?

This study tried to observe the image of the miser between El-Jahiz and Moliere in
their various dimensions in the Arabic and French literature through the book
"Misers" and the play “The miser”.

Therefore, this study seeks to reveal the image of the miser through the two works.
This study is so important because it is:

- An attempt to reveal the life and way of thinking of the miser and his behaviour.

- Also to highlight the struggle of the miser with his family and those around him.

- Effects of the miserliness (Avarice): Social and psychological.

- To illustrate the aesthetic image of the miser for El-Jahiz and Moliere.

- Clarify the similarities and differences between the two images.

The nature of the topic required that the research approach was:

First: Analytical Approach: Because it is the best way to analyze the image of the
miser for El-Jahiz and Moli¢re.

Then: the comparative approach: In order to compare the image of the miser for
the two authors, and to identify the different similarities and differences between
the two images.

I divided the thesis into introduction and five chapters.

The introduction, entitled: Overview of the Miserliness (Avarice), in which I deal
with a set of linguistic and idiomatic definitions, I distributed it in seven titles, as
tfollows: The first topic is devoted to the concept of miserliness, linguistically and
idiomatically, then I stood in the second title on the difference between miserliness
and greediness because of their proximity in meaning. As for the third topic, I
devoted it to the miserliness in the Holy Quran, and in the fourth title I deal with

the miserliness in the honorable Sunnah (the Prophet’s tradition), as for the fifth



title, I deal with the miserliness in poetry and the vision of the poet on the miser. In
the sixth title I select a bouquet of a dispersed decision; I conclude the chapter with
a seventh title devoted to some of the Arabs proverbs about the miserliness and
Miser.

The first chapter, entitled: El-Jahiz his life and impacts, 1 distribute it in seven
titles, I deal with the first title to the era of El-Jahiz specifically in the political,
intellectual and social situation,

In the second title, I deal with his birth, given name and his death, in the third one;
I examine the sources of his different culture. In the fourth title I deal with his
retirement, I highlight his efforts and some of his views in retirement. In the fifth
title I expose the position of El-Jahiz of populism and I mention his most
important positions supporting the Arab generosity. Then I speak in the sixth title
about his most important works and his literary degree and the views of his
contemporaries. In the last title, I expose the most important features of El-Jahiz
Style, as the Imam of the Arab statement, and the leader of a school that he was
known by it.

In the second chapter, entitled: Moliere the author of France, and it came in six
titles, I touche on the first title to an overview of French literature in the 17th
century, in the second title, I speak about the classic in French literature in its
golden era, the reign of the King Louis XIV, the patron of literature and authors at
the time, then came the third title like a definition of the French author Moliere; 1
deal with his birth and his name. In the fourth title, I present his family life, his
conflict with his wife and his roaming around Paris, in the fifth title; I talk about
the most famous of his plays. Then I discuss in the sixth title the circumstances of
his death and the views of some critics.

In the third chapter, entitled: The Book of Misers of El-Jahiz, it came in six titles,
in the first title; I deal with the definition of the book and the motives of its
authorship, the second title is devoted to talk about the content of the book, the

third title is dealt with the concept of miserliness for El-Jahiz, the fourth title is



devoted to presenting the value of historical, literary and social book, in the fifth
title; I stead at the mockery of El-Jahiz from his misers and its purpose, the sixth

topic is dealt with the mechanisms of the mockery of El-Jahiz through his book.

In the fourth chapter; entitled: The play of the miser, and it came in seven titles, I
deal in the first title with theater in France in the seventeenth century, in the second
title, I present a card for the play of the miser and the motives of its authorship, in
the third title I present an abstract of the play, in the fourth section dealt with the
artistically elements of the play,

In the fifth title; I stead on the factors of his success and the characters of his
theater as an author, actor, director and founder of comedic art in France in
particular, Europe and the world in general. In the sixth title; I speak about the joke
that is common in his time,

I explain that the play of the Miser falls within the framework of the comedy that
Moli¢re promoted by it to the world. In the last title; I deal with his elements and
mechanisms of laughter and always through the play of the Miser.

The fifth chapter is the practical aspect of research: applied study, as it is the
essence of the research and its pillar, because it stands on the similarities and
differences between the two images, and I analyze the most important points of
similarity and difference between the two images through the book “The misers”
of El-Jahiz and the play of the miser scorn of Molicre.

The study is concluded with a conclusion that included the most important result in
this thesis, in addition the verification of sources and references adopted in the
research process.

I have adopted in this thesis an important collection of sources and references,
especially the from Holy Quran and the Hadith, the main source of this study was
the book “The Misers” of El-Jahiz and the play of the Miser of Moli¢re, and some
linguistic and literary dictionaries. As for the references, there were many, the most

important one was “El-Jahiz; his life and his impacts” of Taha El-Hajri. “El-Jahiz



in his Society” of Djamil Djabr. “The history of Arabic literature” of Chawki
Dayef. “With the misers of El-Jahiz” of Farouk Saad. “Human models in the old
Arabic tale” of Sayef Mohamed Said El Mahrouki. “ The French literature in his
golden age” of Hassib El-Halawi. The foreign sources were the most important
book of Maurice Rat “Chosen Theater Moliere”. The miser of Moliere. And the
most important translated book were: "Al-Jahiz in Basra, Baghdad and Samarra” of
Charles Pella. Translation of Ibrahim El-Kilani, and the international play of Ardis
Nicole.

As for the previous studies, the most important one were: “The misers of El-Jahiz
and the Miser of Moliere” of Chafik Djabr, in the Journal of Culture, first issue,
1939. “The misers between El-Jahiz and Moli¢re” of Mahmoud Abbes El-Akad,
1950 in the Egyptian Book Journal. The study of Mohamed El-Sadek Afifi “A
miserly model in Arabic literature and French literature” and the study of the
researcher Salha Nasr, “ The miser and the Misers between El-Jahiz and Moliere, a
comparative study between Arabic literature and French literature in 2003 in the
journal of the literary position.

It is noted in the previous studies in this subject that they specialized in studying
the model of the miser without giving a clear picture of the miser and his life,
therefore, this study aims to highlight the image of the miser in its different forms
and its social, psychological and moral dimensions in the book of the misers of El-
Jahiz and the play of the Miser of Molicre.

As in any research, I objected, while completing this thesis, many difficulties
representing in the scarcity of studies about the Moliere play.

Finally, I conclude this introduction by addressing to Dr. Nacira Shafa Belaid who
helped me to accomplish this research with her guidance and her careful
observations in the work and her intensity to complete this research in the best

way. I thank her very much for accepting my supervision.



I also thank all the illustrious professors of the discussion committee who have
agreed to discuss my thesis, which I hope that it will add new to the university
studies or to be an introduction to the future studies.
I also thank all those who helped me from near or far, so God rewarded them with
all good.
In conclusion, I thank God for his help and his generosity, which helped me to
accomplish this modest work.
The Student: BOUKLIKHA Setti
Tlemcen on 16 Ramadan 1439, Corresponding to 1 June 2018
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Abstract .
Agriculture has received widespread attention by Muslims in

Andalusia, having benefited from previous Nations who settled in the
region, drove off after the work on the improvement of agriculture and
irrigation, and irrigation, have excelled in developing many helper methods
to develop this vital field, also introduced modern techniques and methods

that facilitated the transplant.
Keywords : Andalusia - Society — Earth — Factors — Agriculture.
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Résumé :

On ne peut pas se lasser et on se lassera jamais, de parler d’Al
Jahiz 1d ot il ya jouissance et utilité ; Abu Othman cet illustre
écrivain arabe immortel et encore dans une élongation consécutive,
car la littérature demeure vivante aprés la mort de 1’crivain et méme
s’éternise ; I'immortalité de 13 pensée. .

Al Jahiz s’est hissé comme une étoile perpétuelle qui éblouit .
tous ceux qui I’admiraient en son 4ge et I'ait encore ; c’est pour ¢a
qu’il est conseillé aux grandissants de lire ses livres, ces derniers sont
lus partout et enseignés a tout ere. Ces ceuvres enseignent d’abord
Pesprit puis la littérature comme 1’a mentionné Ibn-Aamid.

A travers cette recherche on va essayer d’édifier un lien entre la
nouvelle génération et plus particuliérement le patrimoine arabe -
I’ancienne littérature- ou plus adéquat le -trésor enfoui- on va mettre
en valeur aussi les phases de I’ironie comme art dans la littérature
d’El Jahiz & travers son ceuvre glorieux « AL BOUKHALA » -le livre
des Avares- et on va conclure notre étude par les résultats les plus
importants,

Mots clés : avare- ironie- livre- ...... ?

Summary:
The talk on El Jahiz will never end because it has fun and usefulness,
and Abou Othman ; the immortal Arabic writer is still in a consecutive
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elongation, and because literature remains alive although its owner’s death,
it goes on forever and ever as the immortality of thought. T

El Jahiz has risen like a perpetual star that dazzles all those who
admired him in his age and still has it, that is why it is advisable for the
growing ones to read the books, the latter are read everywhere and Teach
first the spirit then the literature as mentioned Ibn-Amid. . -

Through this study we will try to establish the link between the new
generation and the Arab heritage especially - the old literature - or more
adequate the buried treasure, our research will get a light on the art of irony
in the literature of Al-Jahiz through his famous book “Al-Boukhala” and we
will conclude the study with the most important results. -
Keywords: avars book, irony, its dimenssions, its components, its
methodology.
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