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اجنوىرية اجسائرية الدمكراطًة الصعبًة 
وزارة التعلًه العالٌ والبحث العلنٌ 

 _ تلنصان _جامعة أبى بلر بلكايد 
 كلًة اآداب و اللغات  
 قصه اللغة العربًة وآدابوا   

 يةــربـوث العــح ي البحــريب امصطــتع

ربٌ ــد العقــدود النـة ي حــدراس
 

 ي الدراشات النكديةرشالة مكدمة لنًل شوادة الدكتىراه 
:      إشراف                    :                                     إعداد الطالب 

 د عبَاسـحهالدكتىر .      أ                    ود                       وــ فتىح مح 

: جنة امناقصة
 رئًصا     أشتاذ التعلًه العـالٌ          جـــامـــعــــــة تــلنصــــان حــــــنــــد طـــــىل/ د.أ

 مصرفا      أشتــــاذ التعلـًـه العــالٌ     جـــامـــعــــة تــلنصـــــان حـــــنـــــد عـبّــاس/ د.أ

 عضــىا      أشتـــاذ التعـلـًه العــالٌ       جـــامـــعــــة تــلنصــــان ار كــــــد دــــنـــــ أح/د.أ

 عضــىا     أشتاذ التعلًه العالٌ          جــامــــعـــــة تـــــًـــارت   زروقٌ عبد الكادر/د.أ

 عضــىا     أشتاذ التعلًه العالٌ          جـامــــعـــــة وهــــــرانبـن شعـًــد حـــنــــد/ د.أ

 عضــىا امركس اجامعٌ تًصنصًلت                 (أ)    أشتاذ حاضـر بـلـحـصـًـن حـــــنــــد. د
 :الصنة اجامعًة

و 2015ـ2014/هـ1436ـ1435 
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Résumé : 
La problématique de la terminologie critique moderne a occupé un intérêt particulier chez les 

chercheurs à cause des interférences de concepts, des multiplications d‟outils et ambigüité 

dans les définitions et ce depuis l‟apparition des théories linguistiques arabes dans le champ 
de la critique arabe . 

Aujourd‟hui, les recherches accomplies dans la linguistique arabe ont suscité un débat entre 
les critiques arabes au sujet des transferts par la traduction de la terminologie étrangère vers la 

langue arabe, notamment celles ayant pénétré les études critiques contemporaines dont la 

clarté des diverses définitions et son usage dans la langue arabe conformément aux axes de la 

connaissance : la rhétorique, la phonétique et la sémiotique. 

Mots clés : 

 arabisation, terminologie, critique, études arabes, rhétorique, phonétique, sémiotique . 

 

Abstract: 
The critical terminology issue has become , in this era , one of the main theory that has 

attracted the interest and thinking of many researchers and scholars around the world. This 

interest is due, first, to the overlapping of the dimension of its concepts and then to its 

multi- mechanism backgrounds, which has led to a terminological confusion since the western 

linguistic theories have  overlapped the Arabic critical school. This latter, through its 

pioneers, has inspired of this theory  many conceptual and procedural tools. Our extended 

reading throughout the Arabic linguistic achievements helped us to record the controversy 

that still existing among the Arab critics when transferring different terminologies  through 

either translation or Arabization, mainly those concepts that focused on the contemporary 

critical studies: clarifying  their multiple meanings, the way in which they may be drafted in 

Arabic language. Those Endeavors  were   crowned by the selection of number of useful 

terminologies  in the different  fields of Arabic critical terminology such as: rhetorical , 

phonological and  semiotic branches. 

Key words: 
 Arabization, terminology, Critic, Arabic studies, rhetoric,  sound,  Semiotics . 
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Introduction 

Language is basically a social phenomenon which reflects the 

degree of development and underdevelopment of its speakers. It is 

always influenced by the speech community in which it exists. 

Foreign words may integrate into the language due to constant 

exchange and contact with neighbouring nations consequently its 

vocabulary varies between mother and foreign words.  

Linguistic borrowing and language contact are considered 

important issues within linguistics studies. The Arabic language has 

been exposed to borrowing since its start wherein foreign words have 

been brought into it mainly when the Arabs mingled with other 

foreigners as a result of wars. This fact is explained throughout a 

considerable number of publications which include foreign and 

translated words. Furthermore, dictionaries and studies have been 

allocated to explain the exotic words that have been brought into 

Arabic.  
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It is a fact that terms are keys to science and the means through 

which Arabic adds to its vocabulary. However, it is apparent from 

observation that there is a huge difference as far as terminology use in 

modern criticism studies is concerned firstly due to the emergence of 

various translations. The latter has caused a considerable problem as 

far as the correct transfer of terminology to Arabic in the Arab World.   

The arabization of transferred foreign words is one of the most 

important contemporary issues which attract the attention of scientists 

and Arab scholars in ancient and modern times since it is one of the 

important approaches used to formulate terms and labels brought by 

modern civilization.    

There is an abundant literature about the arabization of terms and 

Arabic methods in various fields of science. However, modern 

linguistic studies differ immensely in the transfer of borrowed 

terminology into Arabic because they all came from foreign languages 

especially criticism studies terminology which scholars differ in their 

transfer. That is to say, researchers use either translation or 

arabization.  

The current study is conducted to highlight the approaches used 

by modern and contemporary researchers in the transfer of foreign 

criticism studies terminology to their books on the subject named 

“The Arabization of Terminology in Arabic Studies. A Study in 

the limits of the Arabic Criticism Studies Analysis.”  
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The current study is trying to figure out the most prominent 

foreign criticism studies terminology which entered Arabic through 

Arab scholars‟ linguistic studies. The study also attempts to highlight 

the real problem afflicting the Arabized terminology in contemporary 

Arabic criticism studies throughout looking at the traditional 

terminology and comparing them with modern and contemporary 

attempts to devise criticism terminology.  

The research topic is initially suggested by my supervisor because 

the goal is to maintain the integrity and purity of the Arabic language 

from chaos and confusion in the establishment of terminology in 

addition to my passion for the study of terminology  before I got my 

master‟s degree in order to uncover the shortage in transferring 

terminology into Arabic. The latter is due to the lack of an academic 

institution that could function as a resource for anyone who cannot 

understand Western concepts.  

The current study tries to answer the following research question: 

have the Arab researchers succeeded in transferring the foreign 

criticism studies terminology into Arabic criticism studies? Have the 

Arab critics put enough counterparts for foreign criticism 

terminology?  

This current study is preceded by many attempts which dealt with 

the topic under discussion. They all treated the topic from a historical 

perspective. Furthermore, none of which addressed the big mess that 

concerns the presence of multiple terminology and the diversity of 
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translations among scholars. The previous studies alternatively 

addressed issues related to Arabization and its problems in the Arab 

World in general such as Quasim Elsara “Arabization Efforts and 

Horizons” and Nazli Moawad Ahmed “Arabization and Arab 

Nationalism in the Maghreb Region”.  

The current research starts with an introduction which talks about 

the issue of Arabizing criticism studies terminology and the problems 

related to the arabization process. It also sheds the light on the 

previous literature and explains the employed research methodology.  

The introduction discusses language contact between Arabic and 

other world major languages and its impact on the process of 

arabization of contemporary terminology.  

The first chapter discusses the definition of arabization by modern 

and ancient scholars, the difference between translation and 

arabization and Arabs‟ approaches in processing exotic words. The 

chapter later proceeds with the definition of terminology, conditions 

for its drafting and the problems encountered in doing so.   

The second chapter deals with the dispute over the establishment 

of terminology between the ancient and modern times. The chapter 

discusses the Arabized terms and debate around them. Furthermore, 

the chapter deals with levels of arabization: phonological, 

morphological, syntactic and semantic.  
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The third chapter is entitled „The Criticism Studies Terminology 

between Ancient and Modern Times‟ in which I define the criticism 

studies terminology as I also refer to the reasons for the presence of 

terminology overlapping use. Last but not least, I refer to the origin of 

criticism studies terminology.  

The fourth chapter discusses the Arabized criticism studies 

terminology in modern scholars‟ attempts. I then discuss the criticism 

of Arabized terminology in modern times in the various fields of 

knowledge: rhetorical, phonological and semiotic.  

The conclusion highlights the findings of the current research 

through revealing the diverse points of views expressed over criticism 

studies in various fields of knowledge.  

The current research relies on two research approaches: 

descriptive analytical and comparative in tracking Arabized 

terminology in modern criticism studies. The analytical approach 

describes the origin of the term; then, analyses and interprets it. The 

comparative approach addresses conflicting issues and compares 

between loan words and the way they came into Arabic.  

One of the obstacles faced throughout the research was the lack of 

literature about the Arabized loan words in criticism studies. It is 

worth of consideration that there is a severe shortage of dictionaries of 

translated and arabized terms. Furthermore, the multiplicity of 

individual efforts in the translation of terminology in the Arab World 
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and lack of agreement among translators is a serious problem to 

highlight. 

Last but not least, I hope that this study is inclusive and free from 

shortages and defects. The current research remains above all a 

personal endeavor.  

I would like to thank sincerely my supervisor Dr. Mohamed 

Abbes for all his insightful recommendations and observations. I 

would like also to express my gratitude to everybody who has 

contributed to my work and provided any sort of constructive 

assistance.          

 

Mahmoud Fettouh 

Tissemsilt in day: Sunday 28 Rajab 1436 / 17 May 2015 
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Conclusion 

The current study has brought significant results to bear in 

mind.  

Above all, scholars seem to have no choice than using 

Arabization as a very basic technique employed to devise new lexis 

and update Arabic lexicon so as to not only keep pace with the 21 

century scientific and technological advances but most important 

devise lexis to refer to modern inventions which in return scholars 

fail to name in Arabic.  

What‟s more, scholars explain the existence of loan words 

differently. They even claim the presence of loan words in ancient 

Arabic poetry. Whether religious texts too like the Quran and 

Hadith hold loan words in their script has opened an overt debate 

among scholars. More important, modern studies have revealed the 

existence of loan word in the Hadith. The scholar Mohamed Hassan 
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Abdel Aziz should be accredited for the efforts done to trace the 

existence of loan words in Hadith.  

In addition, numerous laws and regulations have been devised 

so as to transfer loan words into Arabic. The latter is mainly due to 

individual efforts which vary from one scholar to another. As an 

attempt to solve this problem, language academies have established 

rules to Arabize loan words.  

Additionally, linguists have taken divergent avenues so as to 

introduce changes to loan words before bringing them into Arabic 

lexicon and daily common practice. It is worth of consideration that 

there have not been any norms and standards agreed upon to 

Arabize loan words.  

In the same vein, scholars still do not have the required 

conventional techniques for lexis adaptation. Adding to that, there 

exist today tens of terminology used in Arabic stylistics and 

criticism studies.  

The current situation looks utterly messy in the sense that one 

single phenomenon could be referred to by multiple terminology. 

Linguists and translators have their share for blame for contributing 

to such a messy situation in as far as terminology use is concerned 

for not setting a norm or compromising their differences to create 

more standardized legitimate lexicon.  
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It is not uncommon for devised terminology to keep changing 

every now and then. To illustrate, scholars themselves devise new 

lexis and get them changed after a while. As a recommendation, the 

use of Arabic linguistic and cultural heritage is a resource from 

which words could be selected to refer to modern phenomena. The 

latter is recently gaining popularity from scholars that themselves 

think it could be an alternative to word-for-word translation. 

However, there is still a band of scholars who refuse this trend in 

lexis creation.  

As a conclusion, finding a common terminology for new 

inventions, disciplines, discoveries remains a problem in itself due 

most of the time to lack of collaboration among scholars and all 

those involved in lexication and translation. The disagreement 

extends even to spelling the devised word. 
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